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appears to have been an ancient guild for it is mentioned also in the
Jatakas.l There appears to have been yet another corporation of the
caravan leaders, for mention is made of an anonymous Sdrthavfiha,
whose wife Dharmasoma made a gift.3

But little indeed can be made out about the administration of these
guilds in Kusana times owing to the paucity of evidence. The guild
itself was known as the Sreni,* while the chief was styled as the
SrestMn.4 What rights he exercised and what his powers were cannot be
ascertained, but it is known that some of these guilds acted as
trusts of sums granted to them by some public benefactor for
specified works of common welfare. An inscription from Mathura,
for instance, tells us that a foreigner called Kanasarukmana deposited
with the Sabiltakara and Rclka corporations 500 purdnas, on condition
that every month (masanwmasain) the interest which accrued from
this permanent endowment (aksayanivl) was to be utilised for feeding
one hundred Brahmanas in a Ptinyosala and for keeping some
provisions for the sake of the indigent at the doors of this house of
charity.5 It is interesting to note that such a practice must have
prevailed in the days of the Satavahanas too as can be noticed from
their inscriptions. s What is more remarkable is that this spirit of
public charity was not forgotten in the times of the Gupta emperors
too as can be proved from their epigraphs.

3.   Land Problems and Dharma Sastra Literature.

Smrti literature is explicit regarding the grants of land and their
connected problems. Yajnavalkya maintains that a " written document,
lawful possession and witnesses are described as evidences (of a
case)."7 The details to be set forth in such a document are also
laid down. "The writer of the deed should then write "this
(document) is written by me, and such and such a person, the son
of such and such person, being requested by both parties (i.e. the
debtor and the creditor)."8 This injunction was applicable not only to
monetary transactions but also to dealings in land. "In disputes
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